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Executive Summary 

The former Pullman sewage farm, located at 130th St. and Indiana Ave,, 
was utilized from 1881 until the 1920's to dispose of municiple and 
industrial sewage sludge. 211 million gallons of waste was transfered 
to the farm in 1882 with steadily increasing volumes until 1892 when 
698 million gallons were handled. The waste consisted of both municiple 
sewage from the town of Pullman along with waste from the shops of the 
Pullman rail car manufactory. 

As early as 1886 there existed a ditch used to conduct untreated sewage 
to Lake Calumet when volumes exceeded the farms capacity. No waste stream 
information is available on the Pullman waste but considering the diversity 
of the Pullman shops nearly QV&T}] industrial process waste generated in 
the late 19th century should be suspected. Colten in his 1985 study for 
II. Dept of Energy & Natural Resources presumes that, in addition to the 
Pullman waste, liquid waste from Sherwin-Williams was handled by the 
Pullman system prior to November, 1924. The Sherwin-Williams waste is 
known to have contained Sulfuric acid, Arsenic, Copper, Lead, Zinc, 
Chromium Iron and Soldium Sulfite. 

Releases from the Pullman farm to surface water is historically confirmed 
but without adequate waste information. Releases to groundwater are 
suspected from the farm. Groundwater contamination at Maryland Manor and 
Beaubien Woods have been confirmed but no information can be found as to the 
source typing directly to the Pullman Farm site. 

A medium priority for inspection has been assigned to this site. There exist 
no current identified targets for groundwater and only a limited recreational 
value for surface water. At such time as the HRS is revised this site may 
benefit from reconsideration. 
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